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Preston South Primary School is a warm and friendly place in which we aim to 

provide all student s with a stimulating  and nurturing  learning environment  in 

which they feel confident to explore their world and to fully develop their 

competencies . 

 

We regard the partnership between teaching staff, parents and students as vital 

to successful learning.  Parentsõ involvement in a variety of school activities is 

invited and suggestions are always welcome.  We bel ieve that our school 

community is enriched by the open sharing of ideas.  

 

Our school provides a wide range of quality learning experiences, both on the 

school campus and in the wider community.   

 

Our Strategic Plan stresses the importance of improving the  achievement of all 

students in English and Mathematics.  Individual st udentsõ needs are considered and 

we provide a range of support programs to assist all students to reach their full 

potential.  

 

Weekly sessions are available in Library, Visual Arts, Performing Arts , Physical Education 

and Languages Other Than English (Greek, Macedonian and Mandarin).  

 

Everyone is encouraged to co -operate effectively as part of our whole school team.  

We believe in a positive approach to behaviour and performance and plac e great 

emphasis on the celebration of conscientious endeavour.   

 

Our aim is to have all students develop academically, socially, emotionally and 

physically in an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust.  

 

I do hope that your association with our school wil l be a rewarding and enjoyable 

experience.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Leon Leonidas  

 

Principal  
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Since Preston South Primary School was opened in 1866 as a one -room school for thirty 

students, it has played a significant role in the Preston area.  The school promotes a 

sense of strong civic awareness in its students and close links have been forged with 

members of the local community.  

 

 

Students come from diverse socio -economic and 

cultural backgrounds.  This diversity is celebrated and 

a strong emp hasis is placed upon the acceptance of 

difference and the appreciation of all cultures.   

 

Preston South Primary School offers a wide range of 

experiences in the core curriculum.  The learning 

experience is further enhanced by a variety of special programs  such as:  

 

 

o Swimming Program  

o Bike Education  

o Fire Education  

o Drug Education  

o Interschool Sport s 

o Intervention and Extension 

programs in English and 

Mathematics   

o Instrumental Music  

o Performance  

o Excursions 

o Incursions  

o Camping Program  

 

 

Preston South Primary Sch ool encourages all students to believe that their opinions are 

worthwhile.  

 

Many opportunities are provided for them to  take on leadership responsibilities and to 

publicly communicate their ideas to peers and adults.  
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School A ddress:   Hotham Street, PRESTON  

 

Postal Address:    PO BOX 1527  

PRESTON SOUTH    VIC    3072 

 

Telephone:     9484 1544 

After School Care Mobile No  0427 325 811 

Fax:     9480 1151 

 

Email:     presto n.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Web Site:     www.prestonsouthps.vic.edu.au  

  

mailto:preston.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.prestonsouthps.vic.edu.au/
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School Times:  

 

8.45 Bell and Music  

8.50 ð 10.00   Session 1 

10.00 ð 10.55   Session 2 

10.55 ð 11.00  Morning tea in  classrooms  

 

11.00 ð 11.30  Morning Recess  

11.30 ð 12.30  Session 3 

12.30 ð 1.30             Session 4  

1.30 ð 1.45   Lunch in classrooms  

1.45 ð 2.30                         Lunch Recess  

2.30 ð 3.30             Session 5 

 

In the first month  of th e school y ear Prep students do not attend school 

on Wednesdays.  For the rest of the year they  attend school at the 

same times as other students.  

 

All students are expected to arrive at school in time for the first session 

at 8.50  am.  

 

Assembly:  

 

Assembly takes pla ce for the whole school each 

Monday, afternoon at 3.10 pm  in the School Hall.   This is a 

time for the sharing of information; celebration of 

achievement and effort; presentation of awards and 

performances by individuals and groups.  Parents and friends are  

encouraged to attend  our assemblies.  

 

Early Leavers:   

 

Students are not permitted to leave the school on their own 

during the day.  AN EARLY LEAVERSõ BOOK is located in the 

office.  Before taking a student home early, this book must 

be signed.  Only autho rized people are to pick up students.  
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Latecomers:  

 

When students arrive late for school they are required to sign the 

LATECOMERSõ BOOK, stating the time of arrival and the reason for 

lateness.  

 

Early Dismissal:  

 

On the last day of  Terms 1, 2 and 3, studen ts are dismissed from school 

at 2.30pm.  On the last day of the school year students are dismissed at 

1.30pm.  

 

Access to Students:  

 

Department al  guidelines clearly state that at no time is it permissible for 

parents to directly approach students to discus s incidents which have 

occurred in school time.  Concerns must be taken to the class teacher 

and / or the Principal and appropriate action will be taken.  More 

details of action can be found in our booklet, òCo-operating at Preston 

South Primary Schooló. 

 

Parents / guardians need to clearly indicate to the school who is 

authorized to pick up their children.  Any changes need to be 

communicated as soon as possible.  

Days of Extreme Temperature:  

 

Our school is fortunate to have adequate heating and cooling 

eq uipment.  Therefore there is little need to change attendance 

times.  During extreme weather conditions students are kept inside 

during recess and lunch breaks.  

Absences:  

 

Department al  regulations require notification of studentsõ absences. 

 

Written note s are filed by the class teacher and the 

reason for the absence is entered on the attendance 

roll.  If a student is going to be absent for a longer 

period of time, work can be given to be done whilst 

he/she is away from school  
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Playground Supervision:  

 

Before school and after school supervision is available.  Before school 

supervision begins at 8.40am. After school , supervision  begins at 3.30 

and ends at 3.40 pm.  Two staff members supervise students at each 

recess time.   

One person oversees play equipment / park activities and the other 

monitors behaviour within  the school playground.  Any superficial 

injuries are attended to by the duty teacher.  If further assistance is 

required, the child goes into the First Aid Centre to be attended to by 

First Aid quali fied personnel.  

 

Students are encouraged to play in a positive, co -operative manner 

with older students considering the needs of the younger students.  

 

School Crossings:  

 

Our students use two major supervised school 

crossings and one which is unsupervised.   Students 

are expected to follow the supervisorsõ instructions 

at all times at the Bell Street and Hotham Street 

crossings.  Families need to instruct  their children in 

how to use the Raglan Street crossing correctly as it is unsupervised.  

 

Out of School Hours C are:   

 

 

 

Our After School Care Program  is 

operated by LEAP Kids, It  operates 

daily from 7.30am to 8.40 am & 3.30 

pm. ð 6.00 p.m.  This program offers a 

safe, caring and stimulating 

environment for children.  Breakfast 

/a fternoon tea is provided and a 

var iety of activities are planned which 

cater for the needs 

of all age groups.  

A registration form 

must be completed before children begin 

attendance.  An information sheet and the 

registration form may be obtained at the School 

Office.  
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School Dress Code:  

 

All students are expected to wear school uniforms.  

 

Items can be purchased from the School Unifor m 

Shop on Monday s from 8.30 ð 9.00 a.m. or by 

appointment .  

 

Both new and secondhand articles may  be purchased from  the 

Uniform shop.  

 

All items of clothing must be label led clearly.  

 

If for some reason students come to school out of uniform a written 

explanation must be given.  Students will not be permitted to take part 

in sporting events or other excursions if they are not in complete school 

uniform.  

 

Jewellery should be kept to a minimum.  Earrings should only be studs 

or sleepers so that they present no problems when students are 

engaged in physical activities.  

 

Sensible black shoes need to be worn, with runners be ing used for Sport 

and Physical Education.  Thongs and backless sandals are not 

permitted at any time.  

Illness: 

 

Students should not come along to school when ill because 

schools are poorly equipped to provide ongoing care.  However if 

students become ill  at school, they can be placed in the First Aid 

Room and they will be monitored by First Aid trained staff.  It is 

important to keep emergency contact numbers updated so that 

contact may be promptly made, as is deemed necessary.  

 

Medication:  

 

Some student s attending school will require medication from time 

to time.  Written parental permission is required before we can 

administer any type of medication.  Medication must be clearly 

label led and instructions regarding dosage and time of 

administration must b e clearly stated.  We are an Asthma Friendly 
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School and in accordance with Asthma Victoria guidelines, an 

individual Asthma Management Plan must be completed for each 

student who suffers from Asthma.  Asthma puffers may be kept by 

students if they are used  to self -administering.  All other medications 

must be handed in at the School Office and will be administered to 

students by First Aid trained staff members.  

 

Emergency Details:  

 

It is extremely important to have family contact details accurate at all 

times.  Any change of address, telephone number or contact person 

needs to be communicated to the school.  

 

Any change in medical condition also needs to be registered at school 

so that teaching staff can take appropriate action.  

Behaviour Expectations:   

 

òCo-operating at Preston South P rimary School ó is the title 

of our student booklet which clearly sets out behaviour 

expectations for our whole school.  

 

Great emphasis is placed on positive reinforcement and respect for 

everyone.  

 

However when brea ches of our Code of Conduct occur, there are 

appropriate consequences.  If minor, teachers deal with the matter at 

school level; if more serious, families are involved in the situation.  

 

Money and Valuables at School:  

 

We encourage students to leave their ôtreasuredõ items at 

home as loss or breakage causes distress.  However if money or 

/ and valuable items are brought to school, they should be given to 

the class teacher so that they can be put in a safe place.  Students are 

not permitted to keep money or valuables i n their school bags.  

Lost Property:  

 

Many items ending up as ôLOST PROPERTYó are articles of school 

uniform.  Most of these articles have no name on them, so return to the 

owner becomes extremely difficult.  We require that all families 

constantly monitor uniform items to ensure that labels can be clearly 

read.  Lost uniform item s are kept in the main office building . 
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School Canteen:  

 

Preston South Primary School outsources its canteen service to CJ Café, 

151 Plenty Rd, Preston. Orders are given to the office on Thursday and 

lunches are delivered to school on Friday at 1.30 pm. We promote 

healthy eating and have categorized all items into a food guide table.  

Smart Policy:  

 

We are a Sun Smart school.  In accordance with the 

Sun Smart Policy, students are required  to wear hats in 

all outdoor activities . 

 

In Terms 1and   4 students are encouraged to wear 

sunglasses and to apply sunscreen as well.  However 

the school does not provide the sunscreen.  

 

 

Instrumental Music:  

An instrumental music program runs from Prep to  Grade 6, 

and all students have an opportunity to learn keyboard 

and/or string instruments.  

 

Library:  

 

Students are able to borrow books from the school library during each 

weekly library session, which must be returned at the next session. 

Further borrow ing will not be allowed until borrowed books are 

returned.  

In the even t that a book is lost or badly damaged, 

the parent will be required to contribute to the 

cost of a replacement. Students will need a library 

bag for the safekeeping of borrowed books.  

 

LOTE (Language other than English)  

 

Students at Preston South Primary School have a choice of which LOTE 

language they would like to learn (Greek, Macedonian or Mandarin). 

Students in Grade Prep to 6 receive lessons under the guidance of the 

LOTE trained t eacher.  
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Swimming:  

 

A swimming program is conducted each year. The program is held at 

the Northcote Aquatic Centre at end of the year using trained 

instructors assisted by teaching staff at all lessons.  

 

 

Enquiries: 

 

Contact can be made with the school in various 

ways:  

 

¶ General Enquiries can be made by a phone  call ð 9484-1544 ð or 

by visiting the School Office.  

 

¶ Appointments can be arranged with the Principal for individual 

interviews.  Newcomers to the school are always welcome to 

come and d iscuss programs and to have a tour of the school.  

 

¶ Classroom Queries can take place with the class teachers.  Minor 

questions can be addressed before or after school.  Major 

concerns require an appointment time which is agreeable to all 

participants.  

 

¶ School Council Queries can be addressed by any school 

councillors.  If a parent wishes to have a  matter raised at a 

School Council Meeting, it needs to be placed on the Agenda 

by the Friday prior to a School Council Meeting.  

Student Services:  

 

We are fortunat e to have regular  visits to our school by an  

Educational Psychologist and a Speech Pathologist.  Referrals can be 

requested  by teachers and / or parents.  

 

A School Nurse visits our school annually. All Prep students and 

referrals from other classes are ch ecked.  

 

A Dental Health Service is available to students.  The Centre which 

our students visit is the PANCH Medical Centre in Bell Street Preston.  

Dental staff  do occasionally visit the school to assess students whose 

parents request an appointment.  
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Fundraising:  

 

The Fundraising Committee is made up of parents , friends  and staff 

representatives.  The Committee meets regularly to organize 

fundraising activities.  The aim is to hold one major fundraising 

event each term.  As well, several small scale activ ities are 

organized throughout the year.  

 

Any member of our school community is welcome to join this 

committee.  

 

 

Education Maintenance Allowance:  

 

This allowance is available to families who hold a current 

Commonwealth Health Care Card in respect to stu dents under 

16 years of age who are in regular attendance at a school.  

The school must sight the validity of the card.  Full details of eligibility 

are always published in the school newsletter and enquiries may be 

made at the School Office.  

 

Money Collec tion:  

 

During the year students are required to bring money along to school 

for a variety of reasons, including excursions, incursions, special events, 

book club and fundraising.  It is essential that a special ôPayment 

Envelopeõ is used.  It is necessary to write all details clearly, including 

the studentõs name, grade, room number and the purpose of the 

collection.  

 

We would appreciate families enclosing the correct amount of money.  

Receipts are given for all money brought to school in this 

manner.  

 

The School Council:   

 

The School Council is an extremely important decision making 

body  within our school.  Two major sub committees of School Council 

are the Finance Committee and Buildings and Grounds Committee.  

People are encouraged to take an active inter est in these groups, 

either as members or as concerned community members who may 

voice their ideas to representatives.  
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School Council meets on the third Monday of each month.  Finance 

Committee and Buildings & Grounds Committee meetings are held in 

the we ek prior to the School Council meeting.  

Junior School Council:  

 

An active Junior School Council operates at our school, 

with representatives being elected from Years 1 -6.  

Students conduct a weekly assembly , write articles  for 

our  newsletter and meet each week to consider student 

issues.   

Newsletters:  

 

Each fortnight  a newsletter is published which features information 

about school activities, fundraising, sporting events, community 

happenings, coming school events and student awards.  It i s a 

valuable means of communication and we expect it to be read by all 

families.  

Excursion, Incursion, Special Event Notices:  

  

All these events are regarded as an important part of our educational 

program.  Permission notes must be clearly signed and the  school 

payment envelopes must be used when a cost is involved.  

Parent ð Teacher Meetings:  

 

Parents are very welcome to come and discuss our 

programs and their childrenõs needs at any time during the 

year.  However three times are set aside for formal int erviews.  

 

¶ At the start of the year it is a ôgetting to know youõ time, when 

teachers can outline their expectations and parents can make 

known any circumstances which need to be considered.  

 

¶ In the middle of the year, following the distribution of  written  

School Reports, parents and students are given the opportunity 

to come along individually to discuss progress made during the 

year.  

 

¶ At the end of the year, after distribution of the second written 

School Reports, a further individual interview takes plac e 

between parents, students and teachers to discuss outcomes for 

the year.  
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 Homework:  

 

Parents will be advised of homework expectations at the 

beginning of the school year through the information book 

for their childõs grade area. As students move through the school, it is 

fair to expect that they will be required to complete an increasing 

amount of work at home as a way of preparing them for the additional 

work that will be required in secondary school.  

 

Parent Involvement:  

 

Our school welcomes parent i nvolvement in a number of ways.  

Involvement on committees, assisting in classroom programs  and 

helping  on excursions are some of the major forms of assistance.  

Sharing specific areas of expertise is also appreciated.  All parents and 

visitors who work in our school must have a WWCC (working with 

Children Check).  

Visitors to the School:  

 

All visitors to the school are 

expected to report at the 

Office.  Visitors õ badges are 

available so that staff and 

students may know that entry 

has been authorized.  

 










